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by a single Minister of Education. Local self-government
is a potent method of training the political opinion of the
country, and of giving it a real weight. But free education
is even more important as a safeguard of political liberty ;
a free nation requires an intellectual aristocracy which,
can never be reared under the paralysing uniformity of a
centralised educational system.

The constitutional position of Treitschke is then a middle
position. He says himself that he will be criticised as a
fanatical supporter of centralisation, who at the same time
desires to curb the central power by Liberal checks and
balances. He holds a middle position between the agitators
of 1848 and the Prussian school of Bismarck. The patriot
statesman of his dreams is a statesman like Cavour, who is
not afraid of resisting revolutionary idealists when they
attack the old institutions and traditions of his country.
Treitschke holds that the radical democrats of Germany
have always been, and must remain, the enemies of national
unity. But the monarchical state which he desires is to be
more Liberal in spirit than any Prussian government had
been since the time of Stein and Hardenberg. It was not
to be the slave of public opinion ; but it was to be limited
by law and always in close touch with the intelligent and
reasonable aspirations of the educated classes. This is an
intelligible and indeed an imposing ideal. But it involves
certain dangers to political liberty, which are more evident
now than they were when Treitschke wrote. His constitu-
tional monarchy might fail to represent the true wishes of
the nation ; it might be, it probably would be, supported by
the bureaucracy and the military hierarchy. Under such
circumstances a parliament, invested with the limited powers
which Treitschke would allow to it, is unlikely to assert the
national will with effect; and it will be left for the masses
or the organs of local self-government to resist the adminis-
tration by revolutionary methods. Such methods are
nearly always tried too late, and inevitably produce evils
as serious as those which they are intended to remedy.